WBMA4051:  Topics in Philosophy of Mind and Moral Psychology

2006-2007, period 3: “Free Will and Neurophilosophy”

Wednesdays 7-9:45 pm; Location van Unnikgebouw 311

Dr. Joel Anderson  Bestuursgebouw 172; 253-2874. Joel.Anderson@phil.uu.nl
Dr. Marina Oshana, Bestuursgebouw 263; moshana@phil.ufl.edu

THEME FOR THE COURSE: This advanced seminar will focus on debates over the freedom of the will, especially in light of neuroscientific research. One focus will be defenses of and challenges to the Strawsonian idea that freedom and determinism are compatible because our practices of holding people accountable are (to some extent) independent of issues of causal determination.

REQUIRED TEXTS FOR THE COURSE (available soon at Broese, Uithof):

· Daniel Dennett, Freedom Evolves (Penguin)

· R. Jay Wallace, Responsibility and the Moral Sentiments
· Articles (some available electronically, some to be copied)

· RECOMMENDED:  Kane, A Contemporary Introduction to Free Will
Requirements for the course

1. Midterm written examination (25%). At the start of the fifth meeting (March 7), there will be a written examination, lasting approximately 45 minutes. The exam will be designed to determine the extent to which you have read and understood the texts as well as develop a short argument.  Students who keep up with the reading should have no difficulty with this.

2. Final paper (75%).  This is due on Thursday, April 12 at noon and should be 3000-4000 words in length.  It will be evaluated on the basis of quality of argument, strength of counterarguments addressed, understanding of the relevant texts, clarity of writing, and independence of thought. Your paper should address as a research problem in the area of the course; I will provide suggested topics.  It may be in Dutch, but preferably in English.  Late papers will have their grade reduced by one half-point per day of lateness, beginning at noon (thus, 4 pm on April 13 would mean a full point reduction).

3. Regular, active, and well-prepared participation.  I expect you to come to class having read the text carefully and having thought about which issues that it will be important for us to discuss in class (not simply which points you want to make).  If your participation is satisfactory, then your final grade for the course will be rounded up to the next “half-grade”.  (For example, if you have a “7” for the paper and a “6” for the exam, that would be a “6.75” and would become a “7” for the final grade.)  If you have more than one unexcused absence or are not well enough prepared to participate actively in the discussions, then your grade will be rounded down (to a 6.5 in the previous case). In preparing for the discussions, please consider three sorts of questions:

· What are the most important or intriguing ideas contained in the text(s)?

· If we were to accept the central theses and arguments, what philosophical implications would that have?

· What are some pivotal points where the text is unclear, mistaken, poorly argued, etc?

These questions will also structure our seminar discussions. 

SCHEDULE OF READINGS

	Feb. 7
	P.F. Strawson, “Freedom and Resentment” (to be read in advance!)

Available at http://www.ucl.ac.uk/~uctytho/dfwstrawson1.htm

	
	

	Feb. 14
	Dennett, Freedom Evolves, ch. 1-3

	
	

	Feb. 21
	· Dennett, Freedom Evolves, ch. 8

· Daniel M. Wegner, Précis of The illusion of conscious will, plus open peer commentary and author’s reply, Behavioral and Brain Sciences 27 (5): 649-692.

· Mele, “Free Will and Neuroscience” (photocopy)

	
	

	Feb. 28
	· Dennett, Freedom Evolves, ch. 9-10

· Watson, “Disordered Appetites: Addiction, Compulsion, and Dependence” (available as PDF)

	
	

	Mar. 7
	Wallace, Responsibility and the Moral Sentiments, ch. 1-3 

(Midterm exam)

	
	

	Mar. 14
	Wallace, Responsibility and the Moral Sentiments, ch. 5-6

	
	

	Mar. 21
	· Anderson, “Introduction:  Free Will, Neuroscience, and the Participant Perspective” (available as PDF)

· Habermas, “The Language Game of Responsible Agency and the Problem of Free Will” (available as PDF)

	
	

	Mar. 28
	· Commentaries on Habermas by Searle, Quante, Clarke, and Schroeder, plus reply by Habermas (available as PDF)

· Searle, “Free Will as a Problem in Neurobiology” (photocopy)

	
	

	April 12
	Paper due at noon

	April 22
	Marked papers returned


